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We take it for granted there is some social gain in the erection and main¬ 
tenance of a museum of fine arts, a museum of natural history, or even an 
historical museum. Sooner or later we ought to be mature enough to 
extend this concept to another kind of museum, one which you might call 
the museum of land types, consisting of samples of all possible varieties 
of this earth, as uninfluenced as possible by man. 


(Luna Leopold in The Meaning of Wilderness to Science) 
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"TRY TRIOSTEUM" 


Mrs. Wallace Hopkins has submitted the following information regarding a wild 
flower - 

lf At our October meeting, we were shown a few excellent slides of wild flowers which 
grow on the properties of the Hamilton Conservation Authority,, Some of these 
flowers are not common in our area. The slides were well worthy of an evening 1 s 
program by themselves. 

As the slides whizzed by, did you notice one of Triosteum aurantiacum? It caught 
my eye because it is one of my recent acquaintances. I would like to make it a 
friend. 

My first meeting xtfith this coarse herb was in the Cootes Paradise area one day in 
August. Its bright orange fruit caught my eye - their colour in s*harp contrast to 
the dark green of the leaves. 

Call it what you will - Horse Gentian, Wild Coffee or Feverx^ort but do have a look 
for it. 

Peterson does not give Ontario as its locale but Dr, Pringle has included it in his 
Check List of Spontaneous Vascular Flora of the Royal Botanical Gardens. 

It is interesting to know that this plant - 3-4 feet in height belongs to the 
Honeysuckle Family (Caprifoliaceae). The bell-shaped flower may be greenish-yellow 
to brox^nish-purple. The corolla has five lobes encased by five long sepals. The 
name "Triosteum 11 indicates three nutlets. If you have seen it, let us pool our 
information," ****** 

With a view to "pooling our information" as Mrs. Hopkins suggests, I x^ould add the 
following meagre information; 

Hamilton Region Conservation Authority mentions that this plant has been 
seen in the region of the Dundas Peak. 

It occurs in our Spooky Hollow Sanctuary near Normandale, Ontario, and has 
been x^idely photographed there. It also appears in the Flora of Norfolk 
County by Dr. James Cruise of Toronto University, published in February, 1969 
in the transactions of the Royal Canadian Institute and his notation is to the 
effect that it is "frequent in rich woods and thickets*. 1 , This reference is 
to Triosteum aurantiacum Bickn. Triosteum perfoliatum L, is reported to be rare 
in Norfolk County, 

Gus Yaki of the Niagara Falls Nature Club, on his list of the Niagara Peninsula 
Flora reports only that it has been seen there. 

Professor F. H, Montgomery of Guelph University x^rites, in his book "Native 
Wild Plants of Eastern Canada and the Adjacent Northeastern United States"; 

Page 143 - HORSE-GENTIAN - (Triosteum aurantiacum) - Stems coarse; 

leaves opposite, large, up to 1 ft. long and 6 in, xtfide, 
tapering to a clasping base, upper pairs of leaves united 
at their bases; flox^ers 2 to 3 in tie axils of the leaves; 
corolla tubular dilated at the top, reddish purple in 
colour, \ to 3/4 in. long; fruit orange-red in colour. In 
open woodlands in early summer. 

Additionally - "A Guide to the Flora of Elgin County Ontario (Stextfart and James) 
published last year by the Catfish Creek Conservation Authority, St. Thomas, 
Ontario, also lists Triosteum aurantiacum Bickn, - occurring in rich woods. 

I myself happened upon it in a glen along the Rocky Saugeen River north of 
Durham, Ontario, off #6 Highway, in 1969, 

Think this is a fairly decent-sized "pool" - don 1 t you? 

Happy hunting 1 . 


M, So Shivas, 
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CHR1STMAS BIRD COUNT 1970 
Hamilton Naturalists* Club 


Hamilton, Ontario - 43°16' N, 79°52* W (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, 
centre at York and Dundurn Sts., to include Hamilton, part of Burlington, Lake 
Medad, Waterdown, Greensville, Dundas, Sulphur Springs, Ancaster, Southcote, 

Hannon, Stoney Creak; towns 25 % 9 pi owl an a 15%, old fields 10%, mixed woods 25%, 
marshes 5%, open water 20%, December 26; 4 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. Mostly fair, with 
snow squalls; temp. 12° to 28°; wind in p.m. W, 15 m.p.h.; 3-18 in. snow cover; 
harbour open. Seventy-three observers in 32 parties. Total party-hours, 232 
(160 on foot, 72 by car); total party-miles, 770 (207 on foot, 563 by car). 


- Horned Grebe, 1; Great Blue Heron, 1; Mute Swan, 3; Mallard, 178; Black Duck, 264; 
Gadwall, 30; Pintail, 1; Green-winged Teal, 1; American Widgeon, 3; Redhead, 28; 
Ring-necked Duck, 3; Canvasback, 19; Greater Scaup, 137; Lesser Scaup, 1; Common 
Goldeneye, 90; Bufflehead, 47; Oldsquaw, 11; King Eider, 1; White-winged Scoter, 

10; Ruddy Duck, 1; Hooded Merganser, 8; Common Merganser, 3200; Red-breasted 
Merganser, 5; Goshawk, 2; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 2; Cooper's Hawk, 3; Red-tailed Hawk, 
186; Red-shouldered Hawk, 1; Rough-legged Hawk, 10; Marsh Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 

43; Ruffed Grouse, 13; Pang-necked Pheasant, 198; American Coot, 59; Glaucous Gull, 
12; Iceland Gull, 2; Great Black-backed Gull, 134; Herring Gull, 6600; Ring-billed 
Gull, 230; Mourning Dove, 86; Screech Owl, 2; Great Horned Owl, 12; Long-eared 
Owl, 5; Short-eared Owl, 8; Saw-whet Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 10; Yellow-shafted 
Flicker, 9; Pileated Woodpecker, 4; Red-headed Woodpecker, 1; Yellow-bellied Sap- 
sucker, 2; Hairy Woodpecker, 43; Downy Woodpecker, 217; Horned Lark, 16; Blue Jay, 
300; Common Crow, 3200; Black-capped Chickadee, 502; Tufted Titmouse, 4; White¬ 
breasted Nuthatch, 96; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 15; Brown Creeper, 44; Winter 
Wren, 11; Carolina Wren, 1; Mockingbird, 1; Catbird, 2; Brown Thrasher, 5; 

Robin, 12; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 63, Cedar Waxwing, 85; Northern Shrike, 15; 
Starling, 25,000 (roost); Yellowthroat, 2; House Sparrow, 2900; Eastern Meadowlark, 
1; Red-winged Blackbird, 38; Rusty Blackbird, 2; Common Grackle, 1; Brown-headed 
Cowbird, 47; Cardinal, 210; Evening Grosbeak, 111; Purple Finch, 29; Pine Grosbeak, 
5; Common Redpoll, 37; Pine Siskin, 25; American Goldfinch, 143; White-winged 
Crossbill, 2; Rufous-sided Towhee, 2; Vesper Sparrow, 1; Slate-coloured Junco, 582; 
Oregon Junco, 1; Tree Sparrow, 714; Field Sparrow, 4; White-crowned Sparrow, 2; 
White-throated Sparrow, 13; Fox Sparrow, 1; Swamp Sparrow, 11; Song Sparrow, 60; 

Snow Bunting, 145. 


Total, 97 species, about 46,400 individuals. (Seen in area count period, but not 
on count day: Wood Duck, Golden Eagle, Bald Eagle, Gray Partridge, Sanderling, 
Hermit Thrush. 

' i „ , • . , 1 r ' * *. 

Observers : Donald Babb, Danny Bastaja, John Bastaja, Redvers Bourne, Hazel Broker, 
Stella Brown, William Campbell, David Copeland, Bobbie Copeland, Brian Craig, 

Bill Crins, John Cumming, Angela Curry, Robert Curry, James Dowall, Mr. and Mrs, 
Bruce Dyment, Alfred Epp, Chris Escott, George Escott, Nick Escott, Henry Frania, 
John French, Anthony Gillie, W.A.T. Gilrnour, Mrs. R. B. Goodings, Bradley Gray, 
Leslie Gray, E. L. Griffin, Lily Grightmier, Jack Hanna, Audrey Hawkes, Daryl 
Howes-Jones, Mark Jennings, Margaret Lamb, Alice Lamoureux, John Lamoureux, 

Suzanne Lawrie, Toss Lawrie, Maurice Laycock, James Lemon, Ruth Lenz, Elizabeth 
LeWarne, Raymond Lowes, Robert MacLaren, Elizabeth Merrick, John Miles, Peter Modny, 
Joan Morden, Mrs. G. H, Moulton, Elsie North, George North (compiler-249 Charlton 
Ave. W., Hamilton 12, Ontario), Laurel North, David Powell, Thelma Powell, Anne 
Reid, Tom Reid, Rhoda Robertson, Gary Rousseau, Robert Sargeant, Douglas A. Smith, 
William F* Smith, Larry Stacey, Jack van Nostrand, John van Nostrand, M. Vrootman, 
Mabel Watson, Fred Wenzel, Robert Westmore, Harvey Williams, Chauncey Wood, Sarah 
Wood, John Woodcock, Alan Wormington (Hamilton Naturalists' Club). 



LOOKING BACK 
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THB WILD TURKEY OF ONTARIO, AND CANADIAN GAME BIRDS 

"It does no harm to vary the articles appearing in a book when we write about 
Canada. To me it is pleasing. I will here say something about the game birds of 
Ontario, especially about that beautiful bird, the wild turkey, once so numerous 
in the western counties of our province, and now so scarce. 

i 

,f A few days ago, in December, 1896, I saw a beautiful specimen of the bird 
exhibited at a butcher shop at the upper end of College St., Toronto, which had been 
trapped recently near Petrolea, in the County of Lambton* The bird was a young 
gobbler, not more than a year old and the plumage most beautiful in its tints and 
colours. It weighed forty pounds, was fully four feet long from end of beak to the 
end of the feet; stood with head erect three feet high; was over four feet and a 
half long from tip of one wing to the other. The neck, for a foot and a half, was 
bare, with red skin, and the head was sharp and beak black and pointed. The neck 
below the bare part covered with most beautiful feathers three inches long, closely 
set together, of a black, gold-spangled colour, which was the plumage on the breast 
and underparts, on top of the neck and back and upper shoulders of the wings. The 
tail feathers were about a foot long, strong and brown, barred with black, white at 
the points. The plumage on the top of the tail and approaching to it was thick, 
dark spangled with gold intermingled with white. The legs were lead colour, over a 
foot long, strong feathered to the knee. The wings were strong, with wing feathers 
over a foot long, checkered with white and black bands, and the tops of the wings, 
first golden-spangled, next abroad-band of reddish brown-extending to the wing 
feathers, next a band of dark, golden-spangled feathers. 

"This bird was trapped by placing a line of corn on the ground leading to a 
wooden pen, into which a door, not large, opened, and the corn trail entered the 
pen. The turkey followed the corn trail, entered the pen and the door being low, 
it would not lower its head to escape, but remained trapped. A turkey will act in 
this way, will elevate his head inside the trap, but not stoop low to escape. In 
old times, when my father lived in Norfolk County, great numbers of this bird were 
seen in the woods along Lake Erie and all over the counties of Elgin, Middlesex, 
Oxford, Brantford, Essex and Lambton, and hounds were used to chase them. By 
placing its long, strong wings close to the sides of the body and running in this 
way, with wings a little extended, among the low brush and vines, they will outrun 
any common dog and even the sxtfiftest hounds. If very closely pressed, they will 
rise suddenly to the nearest tree, and thus elude their pursuers. 

"Men and women, from 1800 to 1830, rode a good deal on horseback through the 
Western country about Niagara and Hamilton, They would see the turkeys often run-* 
ning before them. The turkey has spurs on its legs and a long, bristly tuft of hair 
extending from the breast. 

OTHER GAME BIRDS 

"The partridges, the male especially, is a beautiful bird; looks very fine in 
the spring. By knocking its wings on its sides in the air (some say on a log on 
which it sits), it makes a drum-like noise in the woods, in March or April, often 
heard by me. It is numerous all over Canada. 

"The beautiful little quail used to be very numerous in the west and middle 
parts of Canada. It is a bird of a beautiful colour, and in the spring has, when 
sitting on the fences of cleared farms, a very loud pretty whistle like "VJhoof 1 . 
xtfhooft" Its flesh is very delicate. 

"The meadow-lark, with its grey back, yelloxtf breast and varied colours, is a 
half game bird, known to farmers. It x^ill fly into the air over clover fields, sit 
on fences, and utter its not unpleasant sounds on the wing and on fences. I used 
to think, x*?hen x^alking in the fields, it called to me x^hen it uttered the cry, 

"Poor Charlie, poor Charlie!" (concluded over page..,..) 
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The Wild Turkey of Ontario, and Canadian Game Birds (continued from previous page)- 

"The wood-cock in the autumn is a game bird, so are some of the large 
specimens of golden-grey plovers. 

DUCKS 

"At least twenty species visit our lakes, creeks and marshes in the spring 
and autumn. The largest and best are the black and gray ducks, the little teal, 
the beautifully plumed wood duck that builds its nest in trees near the water, 
carried its young down on its back, and is seen all over Ontario. Other species 
are esteemed by sportsmen, not so handsome in plumage. Wild geese, swans occas¬ 
ionally, visit our waters. 

"The wild goose is of a grey, black and white colour, not so large as our 
common farm goose. 

I # 

"The wild wood jfageons used to visit us from the south in tens of thousands 
in my early life; so thick did they fly that they could be killed with clubs and 
sticks. They remained in the Ttfoods in the summer, raised their young, and left 
in the autumn. The male bird is very beautiful, with cream and red colours in 
front, dun back and neck, spangled with gold, long white and dun tails. They used 
to visit our wheat fields in thousands at one time, fort and fifty years ago; of 
late, that is for twenty of thirty years, they seem to have left us. The pigeons 
make a loud crowing noise in the woods, and gather in large flocks on trees. 

BLACKBIRDS 

t I t 

"The black, red-winged species gather in the autumn in thousands in flocks 
preparing to go south, and are often shot for food* They, with the pigeons, make 
a very palatable baked pie." 

(from Reminiscences o: Charles Durand, Charles Durand was born in what 
was to become "Hamilton" on April S, 1811. At the age of 85, in 
retiring from the profession of barrister in the City of Toronto, he 
. wrote of his reminiscences of life in Upper Canada. This excerpt was 
submitted by Mr. Robert Stamp of our Club.) 

******* 

***** 

*** 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT - 1970 - MANITOUWADGE, ONTARIO 

Manitouxtfadge, Ont. - 49° 07' N, 85°50' W (all points within a 15-mile diameter 
circle, center Manitouwadge Recreation Center, to include townsite, Willroy and 
Goco Mine properties and surrounding boreal forest; mine and townsite 10%, lakes 
and marshes 10%, boreal forest 80%; January 3, 1971 - 7 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. Clear 
a.m., clouding over p.m. light snow; temp. .5° to 15°; wind SW, 5 m.p.h.; 36-in. 
snow cover, creeks, rivers and lakes frozen. Twenty-three observers in 7 parties. 
Total party-hours, 31% (10 on foot, 10 by car, 3% by snowmobile); total party-miles 
207 (24 on foot, 148 by car, 35 by snowmobile). 

Count : Ruffed Grouse, 2; Hairy Woodpecker, 19; Downy Woodpecker, 12; Black-backed 
three-toed Woodpecker, 2; Northern Three-toed Woodpecker, 1; Gray Jay, 41; Blue 
Jay, 12; Common Raven, 174; Black-capped Chickadee, 67; Boreal Chickadee, 62; Red¬ 
breasted Nuthatch, 19; Evening Grosbeak, 313; Purple Finch, 41; Pine Grosbeak, 92; 
Common Redpoll, 109; Pine Siskin, 59; Red Crossbill, 2; White-winged Crossbill, 90; 
T otal - 18 species; about 1,117 individuals. Observers : Richard Anderson, Mr.& 
Mrs. E. Autio, Jim Autio, Finlay Bakker, Lola-Maye Bakker, Mary-Jane Baklcer, Mr, & 
Mrs. T. Bakker, Joey Charles, Ken Charles, Mrs. P. Cooke, E. Carson Hoy, 

continued over page. 
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MANITOUWADGE CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT - 1970 - continued from previous page - 

Observers ( continued) : Chris Masnica, Mr. & Mrs. F. C. McLeod, Paul Meyers, 

John Miles (compiler), C. Mulhern, Joseph Pasqualon, David Warren, Thomas Warren, 
Mrs. V. J. Wurm. 

************************************************************ 

, l 

NEW BOOKS in the Arts and Science Department HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Along with many other people, writers have a predilection for living in the 
country. Their resulting books are therefore not only literary but highly des¬ 
criptive of the courses of nature, 

J. A, Baker is well known for his book on the Peregrine but now he has written 
THE HILL OF SUMMER which is descriptive writing of a high order. It tells of a 
green English summer in all weather and for all wild things: watching birds high 
over the Downs, floating down a tree-shaded river in July, wandering all night 
through woods and fields, resting in a corn field at noon - always looking, always 
listening. 

HOMELAND is a report from the country by Hal Borland and is a man’s search 
for the substance of a belief and the ways in which he has found it and continues 
to find it. For "what can a man believe in? I suppose it depends what a man is 
looking for, but I know thatif you watch a nesting bird and experience a midsummer 
dawn you can't fail to believe in something. In life and time, if nothing else. 
Given those, almost anything is possible that a rational man might want." 

THE ISLAND is Skokholm, off the wild coast of Pembrokeshire. It was there 
that Ronald Lockley went as a young man to study the tens of thousands of wild 
creatures which lived within the compass of one small plot of land surrounded by 
the sea. Mr. Lockley describes how he lived for 13 years on Skokholm on what he 
could grow or catch with his own hands, in a house built largely by his own labour. 

In the grounds of his country home, Phil Drabble built an artificial badger 
sett 20 yards from his sitting room window and raised a cub there. In B ADGERS AT 
MY WINDOW he discusses the controversial badger and advances provocative theories 
about aggression and predation to intrigue professional and amateur naturalists 
alike. 

The walking adventures of a naturalist are described in FROM LAUREL HILL TO 
SILER 1 S BOG by John K. Terres. The treasure shared in these pages is an unspoiled 
world of wild creatures. For seven years the author, distinguished former editor 
of Audubon, has made their world his own, walking through the woods, swamps, 
streams, bogs, ponds and overgrown fidds of the Mason Farm, a long-abandoned North 
Carolina homestead now run to wilderness, and observing the lives of a rich variety 
of wild birds and mammals. 

(Thanks and appreciation to Mrs. Ziegler of the Hamilton Library Staff)Ed. 

* ■/? ■* ** Vc vV * ^ *>V * Vc ^ 

Speaking of Pollution - I SHOT AN ARROW INTO THE AIR - AND IT STUCK THERE*. 

(from Current Comedy Magazine) 

Vc ic V? Vc tfr ft* VoV foV Vc irk k k vV k * 

• ■»** ■ ^ 

...Blue-winged Teal banded at Rondeau Provincial Park, Ontario, were 

recovered in Trinidad, Hispaniola, Cuba and Anguilla...................... 

Are you a Member of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists - our Provincial body? 

If not - why not contact their office at 1262 Don Mills Road, Don Mills, Ontario 
and join NOW - You will enjoy their publications, special outings and their Natural 
History Bookshop with special prices to Members. 
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COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS 

* MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING MONTHLY GENERAL MEETIN G * 

* 


* 

* 

* 


«JL. 

A 


vV 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


Date 


Place 


Speaker 

Subject 


- MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1971 

' * • . \. t • *. a ' ».. • i, » »•.»• ♦ i • ( 

- Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens, 

Plains Road East, Burlington, Ontario 

- MRS, H, C« SUTTON 

- "LIFE HISTORIES AND SOME SPECIALIZATIONS OF INSECTS" 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

rt 

* 


* Has been an outstanding photographer for many years, w 

* Recently she has specialized in the study and photo- * 

* graphy of insect life as a volunteer at the Royal * 

* Ontario Museum. Her pictures will show some * 

* . fascinating aspects of insects often missed by the * 

* ordinary observer. These pictures, combined with * 

* her very thorough knowledge of her subject, will * 

* provide an outstandingly interesting and informative * 

* evening. ‘ * 

* 1 1 ' ' • * 

* Visitors are welcome Refreshments will be served / * 


FIELD EVENTS 


FIELD EVENTS 


FIELD EVENTS 


•k * •& k k k * k k foV * ■& * * kkkk * ■&* kkkkkkk * * * & * * k k V; vV tfe k V? * ft * * k * vV & k /V & * *>V k * /’t * k 
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* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

k 

ft 

* 

rt 
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1971 


10:00 A «M. 


A HIGHLY IMPORTANT ITEM IN OUR CLUB ACTIVITY 
AND CONSERVATION PROGRAMME - T HE INSPECTION 
AND REPAIR OF WOOD DUCK B O XES IN C00TES 

PARADISE 

Meet at Spencer Creek Bridge on Cootes Drive 
(Highway 102 between Hamilton and Dundas. 

Wear Waterproof footwear and dress warmly for 
this . ;journey across the ice. Bring a lunch 

that^easy to carry and let’s find out who 

• * 

occupied or, perhaps, is occupying the nesting 
boxes this year. 

In case of an early February thaw, check with 
the LEADER - MR, JAMES (JIM) ANDERSON - 627-7151 

as to possible change of date. 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


k 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

k 

* 

* 

* 
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HELP'. 


HELP'. 


HELP'. 


HELP'. 


HELP'. 


HELP'. 


Once again - I need your help'. Time to arrange the outings for the 1971-72 Season 
is fast approaching and I would like to know where you x<rould like to go??????? 

Perhaps, on some of your jaunts this past year, you said to youself "The Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club should visit this area for a hike - a weekend - ????? 

Do drop me a line or give me a call so that we can make our plans. 

FIELD EVENTS CONVENOR - HAZEL BROKER, 52 Paisley Ave. S., Hamilton - 527-0333 
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SNOWY OWL SURVIVAL HABITS 


(Excerpted from a review of a programme given at the Niagara Falls Nature Club 
by D. Bruce Weaver on the High Western Arctic, and written by Gus Yaki) 


"Nature has much to offer that is beautiful. Here, in the High Western Arctic, 
where life is always harsh, the flowers and landscape provide unexpected beauty. 
Yet at the same time, nature can be cruel. Flesh-eating animals must eat meat to 
survive. Nature has long ago decreed that the sick, the weak, be removed by the 
wolf and the polar bear to keep healthy the rest of its kind. Wolves had fed on 
caribou and as a healthy caribou can outrun a wolf, obviously this animal was 
culled out of the herd for the benefit of the rest of the species. 

"One of Nature's outstanding Jekell and Hyde cases was of the Snowy Owl's nest.... 
containing eleven eggs.....relating a fantastic story of nature's life-and-death 
struggle, of sacrificing the individual so the species would survive - a very 
complex problem and its solution. 


"....the eggs hatch at about two-day intervals, thus the eleventh egg would hatch 
twenty days after the first. After the first 3-5 eggs had hatched, the adult would 
be unable to spend much time incubating the remaining eggs, due to the demand for 
food by those already hatched. Therefore the young Xtfould provide the heat to 
incubate the unhatched eggs. 


"The principal food of the Owl is the mouse-like lemming. For discussion purposes, 

1 . • » . . • \ r.-* • 

et us suppose that the young owls need a lemming a day per each day of age. For 
example a 2-day old owl needs two lemmings, a twenty-day old owl needs twenty 
lemmings. By the time the eldest is 13 days old, a total of 49 lemmings are 
required to fill all the mouths that have hatched to date. Assuming that the 
adult owls are able to catch 50 lemmings a day, above their own needs, one can see 
that someone is going to go hungry. For on the 14th day 56 lemmings are required, 
and 64 the next day. In the meantime, more eggs are hatching, which would demand 
more of the adults' time to feed them. 


"If this were to continue, on the eldest's 20th day, 110 lemmings would be needed, 
and supposing after this age, only 20 lemmings per day are needed, when the 
youngest is 20 days old, 220 lemmings per day would have to be supplied. This 
would be about one every five minutes, 24 hours a day. Because of the inability 
to fill these needs, and if the food was evenly shared, all would suffer from 
malnutrition, and die of starvation, until only 2 or 3 remained which the adults 
could successfully feed. However, they would be weak, retarded, and might not 
reach maturity before winter again set in. This type of condition could jeopard¬ 
ize the future of the species. 

"Instead, probably about the 13th day, when no reserve of food is at the nest, and 
the bigger babies are hungry, just a fex^ pecks and they start to feed on the 
latest hatched. This limits the number of hungry mouths and acts as a supply of 
food, temporarily. After all, isn't it a converted form of lemming? This 
sequence xtfould be repeated x^ith the remaining eggs as they hatched, if food is 
not available to the others. This then \tfould leave the original seven or so first 
hatched, but as they continue to groxtf, the adults still could not cope xtfith their 
demands for food. Again, the youngest x^ould be the food for those most likely to 
reach maturity. This xtfould be repeated until only 2-4 young remained, their 
needs now adequately supplied by the adults until they left the nest. 

"This is only an approximation of their nesting cycle, for every 4-5 years the 
lemming population reaches fantastically high numbers, so that it xvould be 
possible for most of the eggs to reach maturity. Apparently, to maintain a safe, 
stable population of (3wls, it is necessary for them to have a successful year every 
four or five years. Once the lemming has reached its maximum density and go on 
their 'suicide' migration, they disappear as a source of food, and that xtfinter x^e 
experience a Snox^y Owl ' invasion' 


'k'k&'k'&k'k'k'k 
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N^TEwOETHY olRD RECOriDS 


Number of species recorded to December 31 , 1970 - 274 
Number of species recorded to January 24 , 1971 - 91 


Common Loon 

Dec . 

20 


1 

La Salle Park 

Alan Wormington 


Dec . 

25 L 


1 

Kerr St., Oakville 

Leslie A. Gray 

Horned Grebe 

Dec . 

24 


1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Alan Wormington 


Jan. 

3 L 


1 

Clarkson 

Alan Wormington 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Dec, 

13 L 


1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Alan Wormington 

Great blue Heron 

Jan. 

1 


1 

bronte 

Alfred Epp 

Mute Swan 

Jan .1 

;22 


3 

bay; Lake at Canal 

R. Curry; bessie Grader 

Whistling Swan 

Dec . 

4 L 


1 

Kerr St., Oakville 

G. & L. North 

Canada GoosA 

Jan. 

1 


35 

l) ront e 

Les & Brad Gray 

Gadwall 

Jan ♦ 

1 


3 

’Willow Cove 

Alf Epp et al. 

Pintail 

Dec . 

5 


1 

urente 

M. Jennings, Woundngbon 

Green-winged Teal 

Jan. 

1 


1 

Willow Cove 

G. W. North et al. 

American Widgeon 

Jan. 

1 


1 

bronte 

L. A. Gray 

Shoveler 

Doc. 

17 L 


7 

High Level o ridge 

G. W. North 

Wood Duck 

Jan. 

1 


1 

d rente 

L. A . Gray 


Jan. 

3 

1, 

1 

bronte; Dundas 

W. F. Smith, G. North 

Redhead 

Jan. 

1 


10 

La Salle Park 

G. W. North et al. 

Ring-necked Duck 

Jan. 

1 


1 

Willow Cove 

Alf Epp et al. 

Canvasback 

Jan. 

1 


1 

’Willow Cove 

A. Wormington et al. 

Lesser Scaup 

Jan. 

1 


2 

Oakville 

G. W. North 

Barrow's Goldeneye 

Dec . 

23 


3 

Kerr St., Oakville 

Les & brad Gray 


Jan.l 


i, 

2 

Kerr St., Oakville 

L. Gray; Ch. Wood et al. 

Harlequin Duck 

Dec, 

13 


1 

Howard Ave.. Oakville 

A . Wormington 


Jan. 

3 


1 

Oakville boat Ramp 

W. F. Smith, G. North 

King Eider 

Dec . 

3 


1 

bronte* 

R. H. Westmore 

white-wing. Scoter 

Jan. 

2 


1 

Clarkson 

R. Curry, G. North 

Surf Scoter 

Nov. 

15 L 


A nurlington Golf Club 

G. W. North 

Ruddy Duck 

Jan. 

% 

1 


i 

Willow Cove 

A. Wormington et al. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Jan. 

1 


1 Sulphur Springs 

R. H. Curry, G. Bryant 

Cooper's Hawk 

Jan. 

3 , 6 

1, 

i 

Oakville; Gage Park 

Don Gunn; G. North 

Red-shouldered 

Jan. 

1 


i 

Woodland Cemetery 

A. wormington 

H awk 

Jan. 

2 


i 

Kerr St., Oakville 

Laurel North 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Jan. 

9 


i 

Mount Hope 

R. Westmore, G. North 

Golden Eagle 

Dec. 

29L 

1 

ad 

.Woodland Cemetery 

Wm. F. Smith, G. North 

bald Eagle 

Dec. 

20 


2 

Woodland Cemetery 

Robert H. Curry 


Jan.l 

J 23 


1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Daryl Howes-Jones 

Gray Partridge 

Jan. 

9 


11 

Hamilton Gun Club 

R. Westmore, G. North 

American Coot 

Jan. 

1 


20 

Willow Cove 

R. H. Curry et al. 

Killdeer 

Dec. 

2 L 


1 

Bull's Point 

G. W. North 

Dunlin 

Dec. 

1 L 


13 

bull's Point 

G. W. North 

Sanderling 

Dec . 

23 L 


1 

Van Wagner's beach 

Chauncey & Sarah Wood 

Glaucous Gull 

Dec . 

9 F 


3 

Woodland Cemetery 

Wormington, North 

Iceland Gull 

Dec . 

20 F 


1 

Woodland Cemetery 

R. H. Curry 


Jan . 

1 


1 

nrente 

Les & brad Gray 

oonaparte 1 s Gull 

Jan. 

3 


1 

Port Credit 

Alan Wormington 

Razorbill 

Jan. 

9 


1 

Oakville 

Barry Jones, R. Curry 

Screech Owl 

Jan. 

0 

X 


A Martin's Rd., Anc.aster 

A. Wormington et al. 

Snowy Owl 

Dec . 

2 


i 

Hamilton Shopping Centre Gary Rousseau 

Long-eared Owl 

Jan. 

2 , 3 

1, 

ii 

oronte; Hopkins Tract 

G. North, W. F. Smith 

Short-eared Cwl 

Jan. 

10 


4 

Mud St. & 'th Rd E. 

Chauncey & Sarah Wood 

Saw-whet Owl 

Jan. 

2 


1 

bronte 

Mark Jennings 
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Saw-whet Owl 

Jan. 

2 

Red-headed Woodpkr 

Jan. 

1 

Yellow-o. SapsuckerJan. 

5 

Horned Lark 

Jan. 

1 

Tufted Titmouse 

Dec . 

2 on 


Jan. 

1 

Winter Wren 

Jan. 

1 

rewick's 'Wren 

Aug. 

14* 

Carolina wren 

Dec . 

31 

Mockingbird 

June 



Jan. 

9 

Catbird 

Jan. 

3 

Brown Thrasher 

Jan, 

1 


Jan. 

19 

Hermit Thrush 

Dec. 

21 


Jan, 

1 

Rubjc-cr. Kinglet 

Dec, 

16L 

Water Pipit 

Dec , 

20L 

Myrtle Warbler 

Dec . 

14L 

Yellowthroat 

Dec . 

26 

E. Meadowlark 

Jan. 

1 

Red-wing.Blackbird 

Jan. 

1 

Rusty Blackbird 

Jan. 

1 

Brown-h. Cowbird 

Jan. 

1 

Purple Finch 

Jan. 

1 

Common Redocll 

X 

Dec . 

13 F 

Rufous-s. Towhee 

Jan. 

1 

Savannah Sparrow 

Dec. 

24 


Jan. 

3 

Chipping Sparrow 

Dec . 

20 

Field Sparrow 

Jan. 

3 

White-crowned Sp. 

Jan. 

3 

Lapland Longspur 

Jan. 

9 

Snow Bunting 

Jan. 

1 


1 Grey Doe Trail 
1 Anglican Ch., Dundas 

1 Rosemary L., Ancaster 
18 Tapleytcwn 

2 Fruitland at Lake 
2 Ancaster 

1 Catholic Cemetery 

2 Grimsby Peach 
1 Hopkins Creek 

N4Y Ont. St. , Beams'ville 
1 Stoney Creek 
1 Valley Inn 

1, 1 Ancaster 3 Woodlands 
1 Westdale Park 
1 ftavenscliffe Ave. 

1 Martin's Road 
1 Ancaster 

1 Willow Point 

2 Haodon Ave. N . 

2 Dundas Marsh 

2 Tapleytcwn, Mud St. 

2 University Landing 


1 Oakville 
1 Grimsby 
1 Ancaster 
1 Gage Park 
3 Elfrida 
60 Waterdown 


Daryl Howes-Jones 

Jim Dowall 

Sarah Hood 

R. Curry, G. Bryant 

W. Holley, J.van Nostrand 

R. H. Westmore 

R. Curry, G. Bryant 

George Meyers 

R. Curry, Ch. Wood 

fide George Meyers 

R. Westmore, G. North 

A. WorMngton 

R. Curry; Worming ton 

Patsy tfahr, lan Campbell 

Elisabeth Merrick 

A. Wormingtcn et al. 

Chauncey 'Wood 

Robert H. Curry 

Alfred Epp 

Dowall, Wcrmington 

G. Bryant, R. Curry 

G. Bryant, R. Curry 

James A. N. Dowall 


Alan Wormington 
Chauncey & Sarah Wood 
Danny Bastaja 
G. North, R. Westmore 
J. Ha rvey Williams 


1 Dundas 

2 Oakville R. H. Curry 

5 Sulphur Sorings A. Epp, G. North 

1 Westover Rd., 8 th Cone.Ross McAndrew 
1 Hostein Dr., Ancaster R. H. Curry 
1 Ashland Dr.. Burlington L. A. Gray 

S. P. N. C. 


Other species seen within twenty-five miles of York and Dundurn Sts., Hamilton, 
on January 1, 1971, are as follows: Mallard, Black Duck, Greater Scaup, Common 
Goldeneye, oufflehead, Oldsquaw, Common Merganser, Red-breastei Merganser, 
Red-tailed Hawk, Sparrow Hawk, Ruffed Grouse, Ring-necked Pheasant, Glaucous 
Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, Herring Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Mourning Dove, 
Great Howned Owl, Belted Kingfisher, Yellow-shafted Flicker, Hairy Woodpecker, 
Downy Woodpecker, Blue Jay, Common Crew, ^lack-capped Chickadee, white-breasted 
Nuthatch, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Robin, Golden-crowned Kinglet, 
Cedar Waxwing, Northern Shrike, Starling, House Sparrow, Cardinal, Evening 
Grosbeak, American Goldfinch, Slate-colored Junco, Tree Sparrow, White-thrcated 
Sparrow, Song Sparrow. 


A wily adult Ross' Goose flew into a pond on the farm cf Mr. Zimmerman at the 
top end of Casablanca Blvd., Grimsby, in early November and is still there, con¬ 
sorting with his white Chinese Geese. Its truly wild status is still in doubt. 


Please send your records on the 15th of each month to George W. North, 
249 Charlton Ave. ., Hamilton 12, Ont., or phene 522-6082. 









Dr,& Mrs. E, Dinniwell, 
7 Esquire Place, 

' HAMILTON 44, Ontario 







